[Expression and significance of cytokeratin 13 gene in oral squamous cell carcinoma].
To investigate the expression and its significance of cytokeratin 13 gene in oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC). Differential CK13 gene expression between 30 cases of paired normal and cancerous tissues were detected by reverse transcription-PCR (RT-PCR), and immunohistochemistry was conducted using monoclonal antibody against CK13 in them. The data were analyzed with SAS6.12 software for Fisher's exact test. RT-PCR results demonstrated that CK13 gene mRNA was upregulated in 27 cases of normal tissues than in paired cancerous samples, by 4.2-fold in total; and immunostain results revealed that expression of CK13 protein between normal oral squamous cell and OSCC, high differentiated OSCC and poor differentiated ones were significantly decreased (P<0.05). CK13 gene might play an important role in OSCC carcinogenesis and be regulated at post-transcriptional levels. Further research will contribute to confirm its role and mechanism.